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To the Society for Refor- 
mation of Manners in 
Nottingham, 


Gentlemen 3; 


I Your Deſire this Sermon was Preach- 
| A ed; ard as you know, at your Deſire it 
was Printed : or elſe it had lain buried in 
Duft and Obſcurity with many others. See- 
ing it is Printed at your KR eque(t, tt concerns 
you, not me, to be accountable to the World 
for it : I can only ſay, I endeavoured Faith- 
fulneſs and Plainneſs, if it may be of any uſe 
to you, or your Deſign, in that [ ſhall re- 
Joice, Vou have my Heart, and ſhall not 
want my poor Prayers. May the God and 
|, Father of our Lord Jeſus make you ſuch, all 
| Bk Jon, as yor ſl, ſhould be, that endeavonr the 

ormation of others ; ard make you very 
ſuc _ ful, as Lt as ſincere, in your Attempts 
| to Reform this Place ; and tray we and our 

Poſterity in this Town have canſe to bleſs God 
| that ever you begun this Work amonest us. 
| Y prays, 

Pour Faithful Friend and Servant, 


April 21, 1699, 


John Ryther. 
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To the READER. 


Know there are 4 great many Sermons out upon this Occaſis 
] on, and that there is this one more, is not ar all in purſu- 
ance of my Inclination and Cholce ; for it would bave pleaſed 
me much more if it had never gone farther, as 10 Publication, 
than the Pulpit, for 1 am very far from thinking that I am ca- 
pable of adding any thing to what has been ſaid upon this Snb- 
jet, or ſo much as equalling what has been ſo 4 but if thou ſay; 
Why did 1 ſuffer it to come out, 1 might have binder d it? 1 
anſwer, itis true z, but I can give this Reaſon jor the bare ſuf- 
fering it to come abroad; hereby my Teſlimony for God againſt 
tbe Prof aneneſs of the Day is more publick, aud thas 1 confeſs 
{t not diſpleaſing to me 5 and 1 think carries ſome weight in it, 
for I judg a Man ſhould nos ſuffer that which is in kis Power to 
binder, without beirg able 10 give at leaſt ove good Kexſon for 
it, Seeing it is come out, 1 heartily pray God it may be bl:ſt 
z0 the confirming and incouragirg thoſe on God's ſide, «4 to 
the awakening thoſe that are not, in order to their being brought 
over from their Tents of Sin, Satan and the World, to tioſe 
of God, Chriſt, Holineſs, Heaven. 

Reader, /t concerns thee infinitely, whoever thou art, 10 
be on God's fide. It 1s certain thou art, or art not : If not, 
thou art in a very miſerable Condition z, and if thou look not 
about thee, thou wilt ſoon be irremediably, eternally miſerable; 
Conſider ſeriouſly, weigh diligently, what is here ſaid, and it 
Cad, if thou art on God's fide, 1 almoſt think there is notbir 
here that will be offenfive to thee : And if there be any thing 
that proves advantapeous to thee, give God, the Ged of all 
Grace, the Glory, and let me bave thy Prayers. 

That thou mayſt be on God's hde now, *%unq ad very faith- 
fully on tt, and ſo be found on it at Death and the eternal 
Fudgment, is the Prayer of thy Soul-Fricnd, 


may not be altogether unuſeful ro thee, through the Bleſſong of 
& 


John Ryther. 


ASERMON Preached: to the 
Society for Reformation of Man- 
ners in Nottingham. 


E X OD. 32. 26. 


i. Then Moſes ſtood in the Gate of the Camp, 
| and ſaid, .Who is on the Lord's fide 2 Let 


him come unto me. And all the Sons of 
Levi gathered themſelves together unto 
him. 


| HE Words in this Verſe that I intend 
ls to ſpeak to, are theſe, Who is on the 
Lord's fade > Let bim come unto me. 
The occaſion of theſe Words was * 
this : doſes, who had the Charge and Condugt 
| of the People of Jaz} in their way from Fgyps > 
to Canaan, was with God in Mount Sinas ;, and * 
ſtaying there torty Days to underſtand the Mind 
| of God, and make it known unto them ; they 1n 
this time of his Abſence from them, revolt unto 
Idolatry, turning from God unto Idols, making 
themſelves Golden Calves, and worſhipping 
them, as you may ſee, ver. 1——6, Hereupon 
Moſes, the Man of ny to he is called by the 
4 Holy * 
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Holy Ghoſt, Deut. 33. 1.) coming down from 
the Mount, and ſeeing what was done, was filled 
with a Holy Zeal for God, and Indignation a- 
gainſt this their horrid Sin againſt him, and 
Provyocation of him ; and that he might, as be- 
came his Place, puniſh it, and thereby for the 
future deter others from ſo horrible an Impiety, 
he utters theſe Words. 

I have not time to be particular in taking no- 
tice of the Context, only let me mind you of 
this, that there is ſomething in theſe Words 
extraordinary, and ſo not imitable : but there 
is enough that is ordinary, and fo imitable by 

s, and fo come directly to the Words. In 
Which you have theſe two Doctrinal Truths, 

1. That in a Day of publick DefeCtion from 
God, it is the Magiſtrates Duty, eſpecially the 
Supream, to appear openly for God, and to in- 
gage their People on God's fide againſt the 
Wickedneſs of the Day, calling upon them, and 
uſing all Methods in order thereunto. "This was 
the caſe here with the People of Jſracl, there 
was a publickand (in a manner almoſt) an uni- 
verſal Apoſtacy from God to Idols. And Z1- 
Jes the Supream Magiſtrate of this People (for 
he was King in Jeſhurun, Deut. 33. 5.) was, be- 
cauſe of this, filled with Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and Indignation againſt this abomi- 
nable Wickedneſs they were guilty of, and 
with ſuch an holy Temper (as has been now 


-named) appcars as in the Text openly for 


God: uttering theſe Words, declaring his 
, and calling vpon others to do ſo 
Ltc@ in their Flaces as he Cid in his. But this 
brings 


=, 
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brings me to the Second (for the Firſt 1 
wave.) 

2. That in the Day of publick Defetion 
from God, when Magiſtrates call upon a Peo- 
ple to appear for Gad: It 1s then the Duty of 
all Perſons (upon the Call of their Magiſtrates) 
to be on God's fide, to come over to him : IVho 
is on the Lord's ſide ? Let him come unto me. Mo- 
ſes as ſupream Magiltrate of this People calls 
upon them all that were unconcerned in the [m- 
piety, or not ſo deeply concerned as the reſt, 
to appear for God againſt thoſe Rebels thar 
were deepeſt in the Guilr; and thereupoa we 
ſee the Levites did ſo, who were either (many 
of them) not art all conceraed in this Sin, or 
however leſs concerned ; and for their anſwer- 
ing this Call in the Text, they are commended, 
Deut. 33. 9. ſpeaking of Levi, z.e. his Polteri- 
ty, ver. 8. he ſays of them, wer. 9, IVho ſaid w- 
to bis Father, and to his Mother, I have not ſeen 
bim, neither did he acknowledg bis Brethren, nor 
knew his own Children : for they have obſerved thy 
Word, and kcjt thy Covmant. 

So that this is the Truth 1 intend to ſpeak nn- 
to: That in a Day of publick Departure from 
God, when Magiltrates call upon a People ta 
appear for God, and be on his fide: It is then 
their Duty to be ſo. This is plain : If God have 
a Voice to ſpeak, we ſhould have an Ear to 
hear, an Heart to conlider, a Will to comply 
with and obey whar 1s ſo ſpoken, by whomſoe- 
ver ſpoken; to. bc ſure then when ſpoken by M1- 
piſtrates, ſaprcam Magiſtrates, our lupream Ma- 
gEiltrates, whom God hath jn Mercy fet over 

US; 
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us: and who evidence it by their Solicitude for 
our higheſt, greateſc Welfare, in calling us 
from Sin to be on God's ſide, by Magiltrates 
who are the Minifters of God for Good, ROMm.1 3.4» 
By Magiſtrates that God has put his own Name, 
and Authority, and Luſtre _ calling them 
Gods ; Pſal. 82. 6. I bave ſaid ye are Gods, 
Then when theſe earthly Gods 1n their Places 
at ſo much like God, and for God, as to imt- 
tate the 1l]uſtrious in the Text, ſaying, 
Who ts on the Lord's /1de ? Ltt him come unto me. 
Surely we ſhould perſonally and ſocially, every 
one for himſelf, and all of us together, 1mita- 
ting the pious Forwardneſs of the Holy Levites 
(And all the Sons of Levi gathered theinſelves toge- 
ther) Eccho back again, with all Readineſs and 
Chearfulneſs; Lord, 1 am on thy fide, and will 
be ; Lord, we are all on thy 4 and will be. 
O that there were ſuch an Heart in us. 


In ſpeaking to this Truth I ſhall proceed in 
the following Method. 


I. 1 will ſhew you what this being on God's 
11dc imports. 

II. Sct before yon the 677, that it is ſo 75. e. 
our Duty to be ſo, 

III. The 21cm, the Reaſons of it, why it is ſo. 

IV. Make Application. 


I. What is it to be on God's fide: For I 
think I need not tell you, that the Day in which 
we live, isa Day in which Iniquity hath diſmal- 


ly abounded, and ftill does; nor that we are 
called 


J; 
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called vpon by our Supream Magiltrate, to ap- 
pear for God againſt the extream Impiety of the 
Day : Thoſe that have ſeen His Majeſty's Procla- 
mation of the 24th of Febrzary laſt, for prevent- 
ing and puniſhing Immorality and Profaneneſs;, and 
the Addreſs of the laſt Parliament that occaſioned 


/ it, know that theſe things are thus. Therefore 


I ſtay not on them ; but come to the firſt gene- 
ral thing propounded, and will ſhew you (God 
willing) that being c God's /zde, imports, 


1. Being 1n Covenant with God. 

2. A publick owning and Profeſſion of God. 

3. A deep Senſe of the Diſhonour of God, by 
the prevailing Sin of the Day. 

4. Keeping our ſelves faithful to God, and 
our Covenant-Ingagements unto him, by 
keeping our ſelves pure tronf the Sins of the 
Day. 

5. A bearing our Teſtimony for God, againſt 
the Sins of the Day. 

6. Doing all that ever we can in our ſeveral 
Places and Capacities, againſt the Sins of 
the Day. 


1. Theres 1n1ta being in Covenant with God. 
We come to be hir{t on God's lide by entring into 
Covenant with him : Before we do thus, we are a- 
mong the number of his Enemies, ye are his Ene- 
mies; and there 1s no way of being any other than 
ſuch but this. Without this we [hall periſh in our 
Enmity againſt God. But that we may not, God 
makes to all Men where the Goſpel comes, a free, 
gracious, and univerſal Tender of his Cove- 
.nant, and therein and thereby Ovyerrtures of 
Peace, 
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Peace, Reconciliation and Friendſhip with him- 
ſelf, calling upon them to accept of his Mercy, 
and his Chrilt, held forth in his Covenant for 
their Converſion and Salvation.” Thus God 
does, Iſa. S 1, 2, 3. calling Men to an Accep- 
rance of Ciriſt, and all the Bleſſings of Life and 
Salvation, meant by Waters, Wine, Milk, 

Bread, the Subſtantials and Delightfuls of natu- 
ral Life: and calling to them to do ſo when they 
are eagerly panting after Happineſs ia things be- 
low, for that's the Meaning of Thirſt, ver. 1. 


as appears by the Expoſtulation, ver. 2. and then 


upon their acceptance of al] this rich Treaſure 
of Salvation, freely provided, freely tendered, 

and therefore that by Faith muſt be received, 

the Covenant between God and them 1s made, 
ver. 3. Incline your Ear, and come unto me : Heat 
and your Soul ſhall live : 4,e. by found Faith ac- 
cept of the bleſſed Tenders I have made, wer, 1. 
Have done with ſeeking, expecting Happineſs, 

any where elſe but in theſe things, that are 
that to your _ that Bread, Fatneſs are to 
the Body. Yer. 2. Ard then I will mate an ever- 
Laſting Covenant 1 with you : Even the ſure Mercies 
of David : 5. c. I will make and eſtabliſh the Co- 
venant of Grace with you, by which I will be- 
ſtow uprn you, and continue everlaſtingly with 
you the ſure Mercies of Navid : 7. e. all the Bleſ- 
tiags of Chriſt's Mediation. Thus you ſee God 
renders his Covenant to the Sons of Men : Now 
when Men ſee their Sins, ſee their Enmity againſt 
God, and the Wrath 'of God hanging over 
them, becauſe of their Sins, and that there 1s no 
way of Eſcape, continuing in their Enmity a- 
Calnlt 
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gainſt God: When they ſee theſe things ſo as 
according to the Tender on God's part, they 
lay hold of it on their part, J/a. 56.6. 4. e. So 
lay hold of the tendered Mercies of God 1a the 
Covenant ; ſo lay hold of the offered Mediator, 
Redeemer and Saviour, held forth unto them in 
the Covenant ; ſo lay hold of the Promiſes of 
Grace holding forth theſe in the Covenant, ſo 
as to turn from Sin to God, accepting of God 
in Chriſt to be their God, and give up them- 
ſelves unto him : When Mea do thus, they be- 
come God's, are on God's fide: I entered into 
Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt mine, Ezek. 
16, 8. There 1s a perſonal Covenanting with 
God, and a ſocial Covenanting with God, A 
perſonal Covenanting with God brings a Per- 
ſon on God's ſide: God is his God by Covenant, 
and he is God's. A ſocial Covenanting with 
God makes a People to be God's People, God's 
Church: Perſonal Covenanting is meant I/a.53.3. 
and ſocial, Exzek. 16. 8. 

2, It contains a publick owning or profeſſion 
of God. When we are become God's, and on 
his ſide in-our Hearts, by covenanting with him, 
(as in the former Particular) then according to 
our Covenant-Ingagements we muſt own God 
to be God, and our God, and we do ſo by wor- 
ſhipping and obeying him: We muſt give him 
all that inward and outward Worſhip that is 
due unto him, and that he moſt juſtly calls for 
and challenges from us: And if the former thing 
be, 7. e. a Covenanting with God, this in a pro- 
teſſion of God will certainly follow. And this 
owning of God muſt be publick, open, and 
CON- 
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conſtant, at one time as well as another : In a 
time of Danger as well as in a time of Peace and 
Safety. Hereby we own God to be God, and 
our Ged, in oppoſition to all falſe Gods, and 
the Worſhip he has appointed, in oppoſition to 
all falſe un-inſtituted Worſhip, Hereby we 
own our fclves ro be the Servants of the Great 
God. This 1s included in bein oa God's fide, 
and 1s 1n its place neceſſary to our Salvation : 
It is required of every one in the firſt Com- 
mandment, Exod. 20. 3. Thor ſhalt bave no other 
Gods before me, Therefore our bleſſed Lord ſays, 
Luke 9: 26. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, 
and of my Words, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed, when he ſhall come in his own Glory, and 
in bis Father's, and of his Holy Angels, And a- 
greeably hereunts the Apoſtle Paul ſays; Rom. 
10. 10. As with the Heart Man believeth (as in the 
farſt Particular) unto Righteouſneſs (1 e. unto Ju- 
ſtification by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt) ſo 
with the Mont) Confeſſron 1s made unto Salvation; 
If we are on God's fide, according to the firſt 
Particular, we muſt own we are ſo according to 
this, This is 1n 1t. 

3. Being 9» God's fade carrics this in it. That 
ſuch as are in Covenant with God, and own God 
as God, and their God, be filled with a very 
deep Senſe of his Diſhonour by the Sins of the 
Day. If weare God's, we arc as reconciled to 
him, ſo renewed by his Spirit, according to his 
Image, and fo are like him in the chmmunicable 
Perfections of his Naturc ; 2 Pet. 1. 4. os os 
vavoi pumea;, Then we muſt have the ſame In- 
tereſt with God, the ſame Friends, and the ſame 
Ene- 
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Fnemies. Now Sin, all Sin, being contrary to 
him, being againſt his Honour, as being againſt 
his Nature and Attributes, as being againſt his 
Laws, Government, and Revealed Will ; eſpe- 
cially when Sin (that is ſo) in a day of publick 
Pefe&tion grows high, and becomes impudent 


| and audacious, having no Bounds, knowing no 


Limits, but overſpreading all like an Inundati- 
on, like a Deluge: 1n this caſe, I fay, there are 
none on God's ſide, but from the Fear they have 
of him, and the Love they bear in their Hearts 
to his Bleſſed Name, they mult, they cannot but 
be deeply, ſealibly filled, and affeted with a 
Senſe of God's Diſhonour. As ingeniovs Chil- 
dren muſt needs be grieved, when their Parents 
are reproached, and dutiful Subjefts when their 
Gqvernours, whom they know to be juſt and 
g00d, are ſo. Thus the Good have been al- 
ways affected in their ſeveral Generations : Pſal. 
119. 136. Rivers of Waters, i.e, Tears in great. 
abundance, (it is an hyperbolical Expreſſion) 
run down mine Eyes : Why what was the Matter? 
Was he under ſome great Afﬀiiction, ſome great 
Misfortune, as the World calls it? Nay the 
Reaſon follows, Becauſe they keep not thy Law - 
That was the Caule of all his Tears, and of all 
that inward Sorrow, that was the Spring that fed 


. them. Thus Jeremiah, ch. 9g. 1. 18 another In- 


ſtance of this; O that my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes a- Fountain of Tears, that I might weep 
Day and Night for the Slain of the Daughter of my 
People : That it was their Sin that moſt of all 
afteted him. Sec wer. 2,3, &c. And the God- 
ly in that doleful Day, I mean that Day of Sin, 

ended 
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ended in ſacking Hierrſalem by the Caldeans, 
burcing the Temple, Deſolation of the Land, 
and 70 Years Captivity in Babylon, mourned 
and ſighed for the Abominations that were the 
Cauſe of all theſe Miſeries ; Ezek. 9. 4. 


Theſe Inſtances are a few of thoſe many the | 


Book of God abounds with of this Nature. 

4. Keeping our ſelves faithful to God and our 
Covenant-Engagements to him, and particular- 
ly faithful to him by keeping our ſelves pure and 
at adiſtance from the Sins of the Day : As from 
all Sin as much as may be, walking before God 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, without Fear, 
z. e, ſervile Fear, in all the Duties required both 
in the firſt and ſecond Table : in Holineſs re- 
ſpetting the firſt, in Righteouſneſs reſpeQing 
the ſecond ; Luke 1. 74,75. Allowing our ſelves 
in no known Sin, nor in the neglect of any 
known Duty; deſiring to know every Sin, as 
Men that go to Sea deſire to know 'Rocks and 
Sands, that they may ſtear wide of them: and 
defiring to know every Duty, to comply with 
the Mind of God thercin: approving our ſelves 
to the Searcher of Hearts, in abſtaining from the 
one, and a hearty Diſcharge of the other, and 
keeping our ſelves with a great deal of Care, Vi- 
gilance - and Circumſpecion, (for we can't be 
too careful herein) from the Sins of the Day 
wherein we live, by which God is moſt diſho- 
noured, and by reaſon of the univerſal Spread- 
ing and Contagion of which, we our ſelves are 
moſt indangered. This is to be on God's ſide 1n 


an evil Day. How elſe are we, can we be on | 
God's ſide, except we ſave our ſelves from the 


SINS 
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Sins of the untoward Generation wherein we 
live? A@s 2. 40. So the Apoſtle Petey exhorted 
his Hearers then to be on God's fide, So Noah 
in his Day was on God's fide, Gen.6. 9. & 4.1. 


 — Thee have I ſeen righteous before me, in this Ge- 
| xcration, i.e. ſuch as was fo dreadfully wicked, 


that they were all (except Noah and his Fami- 
ly) deſtroyed by a Deluge ſent from God on 
purpoſe for that very end. | 

5. We are on God's fide when we bear our 
Teſtimony againſt the Sins of the Day ; for God, 
I ſay, for God, not only by owning him and his 
Worſhip, and his revealed Will in the Holy 
Scriptures, the only Rule of Faith, Worſhip 
and Practice, in which all thoſe Sins are forbid- 
den, condemned and threatned, and their con- 
trary Graces, Vertues and Duties, commanded 
and recommended with illuſtrious ſhining Exam- 
ples of them, and advantaged by great and glg- 
rious Promiſes made to the Subjects and ſincere 
Obſervers of them : But further, upon all occa- 
ſions where the Laws of God are violated, yea 
condemned, and Men are ſo horribly impudent 
as to juſtify their Evils, pleading for Profane- 
neſs and Immoralities, and running down Piety 
and Goodnels, as a weak fool:ſh thing, when it 
is thus, not to keep filent, but to open the 
Month for God, and plead for him and his Laws 
and Government, and Ways, and the Neceſſity 
and Excellency of Godlincſs and Goodneſs. Tho 
It is true ſometimes to do fo (tho it be done with 


| never ſo much Unpaſſionateneſs and Prudence) 


may make ſome Men rage the more, to ſuch a 


} formidable height is Wickednels gotten. Now 


if a Man were ſure of this, I thiak one ſhould 
leave ſuch Company rather than occaſion ſuch 
Wick- 
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Wickedneſs : but it is certain, that. oftentimes, 
yea I think always, where there is a Probabili- 
ty that any Good may be done, there it's the 
Duty of all that are God's, to ſpeak for God, 
and againſt ſuch Wickedneſs, whereby Religion 
is indeavour'd to be hooted out of the World, 
as unworthy of reaſonable Creatures, whereas 
indeed its the greateſt Ornament and Perfection 
of humane Nature: And if ſuch as are God's 
do not ſpeak in this caſe, they are guilty of 
Cowardlineſs and Treachery, and do not be- 
have themſelves as thoſe that are God's, but as 
though they were on the other ſide. I am ſure, 
to have nothing to ſay in this caſe, is not in this 
thing to be on God's fide, nay 1a this thing it 1s 
to be againſt hm, and this 1s dreadful : Ir 1s to 
ſtrengthen Evil-doers in their evil Ways ; for 
when they ſee Perſons that profeſs God preſent, 
and obſerve they ſay nothing, may they nor 
however, will they 1ot conclude, ſuch ſaid no- 
thing for God, for Godlineſfs, becauſe they could 
not? And thus they will triumph and glory over 
you, and God, and his Ways. - And thus God 
is diſmally diſhonoured : And if there be any in 
ſuch Company not altogether ſo confident and 
raging, but that are too far pleaſed with ſuch 
Liſcourſes, and are 1n danger of being as ill as 
the others, may not their Souls be highly indan- 
zered by ſuch baſe perfidious Silence : Beſides, 
when we ſpeak judicioully, gravely, ſeriouſly, 
may not. ſome be recovered out of the Snare of 
the Devil, and then God will be greatly ho- 
noured, and you will find it in your Accounts 
both now, and at the Day of the Lord. Yea, 
we mult in this caſe ſpeak freely. How can we 
approve our ſelves to God, it we dare not bear 
our 
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our Teſtimony againſt ſuch Wickedneſs? What 
do we fear, or whom do we fear? If in this 
caſe we fear'd God as we ſhould, we ſhould not 
fear Man, not any Man, not all the Men in the 
World. Shall vile Wretches dare to blaſpheme 
the God of Heaven and his Holy Laws, and 
belch forth their black-mouth'd Impieties againſt 
all that is ſacred, and ſhall not we dare to op- 
poſe them in doing ſo? Surely it becomes us 
neither to be afraid, nor aſhamed ot doing thus, 
but with all Courage and Faithfulneſs to uſe the 
beſt Arguments we have for God : And not on- 
ly in the former caſe, when Men are ſo impu- 


-dent as to talk againſt Religion, but in cale there 


be any Evil ſpoken or done in our Company, to 
do ſo, it's part of the lovely Pourtraiture of a 
truly good Man, #. e. one that loves God and 
Man: His Mouth ſpeaketh of Wiſdom, and bis 
Tongue talketh of Judgment, 1 Pet. 37. 30.1. C. 
He does not make common unprofitable things, 
leſt of all ſinful things, but things good in the 
ſight of God, and things uſeful tro Men (being 
ſome way or other inſtructive and cditying) the 
Subjects of his Diſcourſe. Now there 1s never 
more occaſion to do ſo, than when Mea in our 
Company and Hearing are ſo wicked, as to caſt 
Dirt and Filth upon all that is moſt excellent 
and venerable. This is one way by which we 
ſhould hold forth the Word of Life, Phil 2. 16. 
Is it our Duty to open our Mouths for the Dumb 
in the Cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed to De- 
ſtruction ? z.c, for thoſe that cart ſpeak through 
Fear, or want of Ability through lgnorance 
(for I think that's the meaning of Dumb here) 
Prov. 31.8. And is it not more, much more 
our Duty, moſt of all our Duty, to open our 
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Mouths in bearing a Teſtimony for God againir 
Sin * 

6. and Laſtly, This being on God's ſide, com- 
prizes in it, a doing all we can in our Places for 
God, againſt the Wickedneſs of the Day, to 
prevent it by all the Methods mentioned before, 
under the ſeveral foregoing Particulars; and not 
only ſo, but by all others; uling our Intereſt, 
Gifts, Graces, and Authority, it we have it, 
for this end ; and where it cannot be prevented, 
to do all we can to ſhame Men, and to bring the 
incorrigible Tranſgreſſors of God's Laws and 
the Land's, to ſuch Puniſhments as are by our 
Laws in that caſe moſt juſtly provided. Thus 
when Magiſtrates in their places bcar not the 
Sword in vain, but draw it out for the Puniſh- 
ment and Terror of Evil-doers, and for the 
warning and deterring others : And Miniſters 
10 their Station, Jo all that becomes them, by 
Preaching, Living, Watching, and all the Dr- 
ties their Once cails tor, Whea Heads of Fa- 
miles doall that 1n them les in their Families 
and all and every one, 1n thcir ſeveral Capact- 
firs, do all that's poſityie to reſtrain and prevent 
it, "Vlits is to be on God's fide. 

{ 11125 much for the fit {t thin. 


{{. To prove, hat it 15 the Duty of all upon 
the Call of the Magiſtrate 1: a Day of pub- 
lick Defcction, 10 be on Co tide, 


Tins 1s lo excecding cicar and plain, that ve- 
ry little needs to be faid about it; who can deny 
it? Whodaredoſo! What an horrible Wick- 
eduecſs would it be for any Man to do ſo. And 
indeed as no Man can deny it, ſo no Man of 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon can ſo much as queſtion it. A Maa that 
owns the Being of God and Providence, cannot 
do it : tho very few (for all this) do ſeriouſly 
conſider it, #. e. ſo as to be brought under the 
powerful influencing and predominant Senſe of 
it. Thar it is fo, ſhines in its own Light, and 
cannot bur approve it ſelf to the Underſtanding, 
Reaſon and Conſcience of every Man that hath 
not abandoned himſelf, and of a Man is become 
4 mere Brute. I will not therefore ſpend time 
in inſiſting upon this. If we conſider God, Sin, 
and the Nature of the thing ſpoken of, it will 
appear moſt abundantly evident. If we conſi- 
der God, (whoſe fide Men are called to be of) 
his glorious Majeſty, tranſcendent Excellency, 
ſupereminent Authority, and wonderful Attri- 
butes, and his Relations unto vs, that he is our 
Maker, Proprietor and Owner, BenefaQor, Sa- 
viour, Judge. Alſo if we conſider Sin ; by 
Love to which, and living in, and adherence 
to which, we are Enemies to God. I fay, if we 
conſider the horrid Evil, Malignity, Abomina- 
bleneſs, and (becauſe if all the Words ia the 
World, the moſt expreſſive and ſignificant of 
what is vile, were heap'd up, it can't be ſtiled 
by any thing worſe, nor indeed fo ill as it ſelf, 
therefore ſaid to be x9' umtpCohnv xpuuapeTngs, 
exceeding {inful, as we render it, Rom. 7. 13, | 
ſay, if we conſider the) Sinfulneſs of ir, and 
thar to be concerned 1n it is to fide with Satan, 
God's and our moſt avowed Encmy, and the 
Tendency of this Then certainly it's clear, 
that we ſhould have done with it, and be on 
God's fide, and fo jugaged againſt it. And 

Laſtly, if we do but refle& upon the Nature of 
the thing ſpoken of, it is a Covenanting with 
B 3 _- oa. 
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God, a laying hold of God's Covenant, and 
thereby of God's Grace, and God's Chriſt, for 
our Salvation ; and then an owning that we have 
done ſo, @c. according to the former things : 
and who can have any thing to ſay againſt ſuch 
things as theſe? Therefore, 


IIT. I proceed to the Reaſons. 

1ſt Reaſon, We have all the greateſt, higheſt, 
and moſt binding Ingagements unto it that can 
be, if there be any thing in this World that can 
be an Ingagement upon any one to any thing, 
there is that to be urg'd and alledged as a Rea- 
ſon for this, yea and much more. Whatſoever 
Obligations we are under to others, ſtill we are 
under greater, higher to God, to this bleſſed 
God, who calls us thus mercifully and kindly ta 
be on his ſide ; for whatſoever it is that we are 
bound moſt ſtrongly and firmly by unto others, 
{till that is ſtronger and firmer here; for no Obli- 
gation that we can be in vnto others, can riſe 
Higher, no nor fo high, it's not poſſible for all 
the Force, all the Efficacy that is or can be in any 
Obligations we are 1n unto others, they have 
all. theſe from thoſe Obligations that firſt of all 
we and all Creatures. are under to the glorious 
God. 


Our Ingagements are the greateſt if we conſi- 
der, 


1. Who it 1s that calls us hereunto, 
2. What we are called unto. 
3. What we are called from, 
!. Wha 
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. Who it is that calls ns: Not a Man, not 
an wocdry not a Creature, tho of the- higheſt 
Rank; altho in thar caſe it would be our Wiſ- 
dom as well as our Duty, to nearken to what- 
{oever this ſhould call us unto, according to the 
Mind of God, and to give lit its utmoſt Confide- 


/ ration : Bur it is God, the great and bleſſed God, 


who has all Perfection in him, who is all Per- 
fection : The great Lord of Lords, and King 
of Kings, the ſupreme, Univerſal Ruler of the 
a Who, 

- Made us and all Creatures : Who made us 
__ weare, Creatures, yea when it was in his 
Power not to have made us at all : yea, when 1t 
was in his Power, if he would make us and put 
us into being, to have made us any other Crea- 
tures than what we are ; yet then he made us 
reaſonable Creatures ; ſo that all we are, we 
are from him, and all we have we have from 
him. Is it not the moſt reaſonable thing in the 
World, that the God that made us ſhould be 
own'd of us, ſerved by us? Does it not ſhinein 
its OWN Light, and carry Conviction 1n it to the 
Conlideration of all Men, that we ſhould be for 
that God, on the ſide of that God that we derive 
all from ? Should we not be againſt his Enemies, 
and uſe our Reaſon, Parts, Abilities, Endow- 
ments and Gifts of whatſoever kind, (which 
we have all from his Bounty and Goodneſs) A- 
gainſt his Enemies, and for his Glory and Ho- 
nour ? Certaialy it is the moſt equitable thin 
in the World, they ſhould be uſed for him: an 

a moſt dreadful Wickedneſs to uſe them againſt 
view x Dan. 5, 23. 


B 4 2, Pre- 
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2. Preſerve us. He calls us who hath pre- 
ferved us all our days, who hath wrought for us 
innumerable, ſeen and unſeen Deliverances, 
though he could have deſtroyed 'us when he 
would, and we by our continually fnning a- 
gainſt him, have provoked him fo todo: Who 
hath provided for us all along, and does fo {till , 
ſo that as we have lived upon his Bounty, we 
do ſo ſtill, we have been all our days, and are 
ſill maintain'd at his Expence z our Lives and 
Breath, aad all things are in his hands, he hath 
lengthened them our hitherto, when the Lives 
of many others, have been cut ſhort. Ir is this 
God that. calls us : and are not theſe Ingagements 
to be on his fide ? Dare we a& againſt this God ? 
Dare we herd our ſelves amongſt his Enemies ? 

3, Are we his Covenant ones ? Then he hath 
redeemed us, then he ſent his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
to aſſume our Nature, on purpoſe to fave ps by 
redeeming us, Soul and Body, to himſelf, by 
fhedding his precious, attonjng, meritorzous 
Bload for vs: and in purſuance of this redeem- 
ing Love, has laid hold of us by his bleſſed Spi- 
rit, and called vs into a Covenant-Relation unto 
himſelf, and given us not only Pardon and Sal- 
vation upor our Faith and Repentance, but 
Chriſt, and Faith, and Repentance themſelves, 
that' we might be pardoned and faved, and þe 
brought into a Covenant-Nearneſs unto, and 
Oneneſs with himſelf, and ſo be 'on his fide. 
Should not a Senſe of his amazing Love, and a- 
ffoniſhing Grace in theſe things, conſtantly jn- 
gage us to himſelf againſt Sin, againſt what is 
offenſive and diſhonourable to him ? Should wy 
| | this 
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this Love conſtrain us ſweetly, delightfully to 
at for him againſt all Evil ! 

4. It is God that calls us, who is our rightful 
Owner, Lord and Judge, who has the higheſt 
Authority over us, and the moſt unqueſtionable 
Titles ro vs, all manner of ways: and he hath 
interpoſed his Authority, and hath commanded 


| ys this thing, made it our Duty by his holy Law, 


and he is the great Judge of the Living and 
Dead, and he will call us to an account one day, 
and enter into Judgment with us : and if we be 
found then among his Enemies, Woe, thouſands 


| and cternal Woes unto us. 


5. The God we have given up our ſelves unto, 
have devored our ſclves unto : we were devoted 


| unto him in our Baptiſm, and ſince we have de- 


voted our ſelves unto him at our Converſion, 


| when we Jaid hold on the Covenant, and entred 
| into Covenant with him at firſt, and we have 


renewed our Engagements unto him ſo often as 
we have bcen at the Table of the Lord : Which 
Ordinance is a ſolemn Fedoral Rite and Tranſ- 
ation of God's own Appointment, wherein he 
ſeals his Promiſes and Engagements thereby, 
through Chriſt the Mediator, to be our God, the 
God of our Salvation, and wherein we ſeal our 
Engagements unto God; and accepting afreſh 
God to be our God, we make a Surrender and 
Deed of Gift of our ſelves, Soul and Body, to 
be the Lord's. And are not the Vows of God 
vpon us ? ,and are not theſe moſt ſolema and aw- 
ful things ? and do we not engage thereby to be 
on God's ſide? to have the ſame Intereſt with 


| God, that hls Honour ſhould be only that we 


aim 
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aim at, that his Friends ſhould be ours, his Ene- 
mies ours, his Law our Rule to walk by, in and 
through a Mediator, 

2. Our Engagements will appear to be the 
greateſt if we conſider what it 1s we are called 
unto, as well as who calls. It 1s to be on God's 
fide, It 1s that which our Hearts with the great- 
eſt Readineſs and Alacrity ſhould engage in, and 
comply with. A Duty, the highelt, greateſt Du- 
ty ; and what-a bleſſed thing is Duty to be found 
ſincere and hearty in it. 1 am ſure it is a very 
bleſſed thing to them whoſe Hearts are right 
with God, and ſtcdtaft in his Covenant. I am 
ſure ſuch would be found in the Dnties of the 


Covenant ; and they would improve the Grace, 


the Mediator, and the Promiſes of the Cove- 
nant for this very end, that their Hearts may 
be more ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, and abundant 
in the Work of the Lord, in the Duties of the 
Covenant. 1 ſay it's a Duty that is as much, 
yea more a Privilege than a Duty ; in which our 
Intereſt, all ovr Intereſts, are as mnch concern- 
ed, as the Honour of God; a great Duty that 
contains all Duties in it, without which we can 
perform no Duty ; and which if we are faith- 
fol in, we perform 81, z. ec. fo as graciouſly to be 
ovined of God. This will appear if we go over 
the things that have been mentioned, 7z. e. Cove- 

2:ting with God, owning of God as God and 
our God, bcing touched, yea filled with a deep 
Senſe of the Diſhonour of God, by the Propha- 
neſs and Sins of the day, and keeping our ſelves 
faithful ro our Covenant-Engagements to God, 
by keeping our {elves pure trom the Sins of the 


day, 


—_— 
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day, and bearing our Teſtimony for God againſt - 
the Sins of the day, and doing all we can againſt 
them. This is a Duty that contains all this. 

But more particularly : 

1. It is the moſt reaſonable thing in the whole 
World; there is all the Reaſon in the World 
,for it, and none, not the leaſt, not the leaſt co- 
lour or ſhadow of any, againſt it. Are we Men 
reaſonable Creatures ? why then let our Hearts 
eccho back again to this Call of God. 

2. It is neceſſary : Moſt highly neceſſary; if the 
Honour of God be ſo, if it be neceſſary for us in 
our Stations in the World to honour God; nay 
without this we mult neceſſarily diſhonour God. 
If the Intereſt of our Souls be neceſlary, this 1s 
ſo ; for without this we are in a ſtate of Sin and 
Condemnation : and by being on God's fide we 
get into a ſtate of Salvation, and ſoſecure their 
Spiritual and Eternal Intereſts; and by carrying 
our ſelves on God's fide as becomes us, we walk 
continually in the way to Glory and Bleſled- 


Walk. This is neceſſary if the Good and Wel- 
fare of our Native Country be ſo; for by the 
abounding of Sin, if there be no care taken to 
reſtrain 1t, or prevent it, Wrath will break out 
among, us, and fall down upon us. This is ne- 
ceſlary, if the Good of others be neceſlary ; the 
Good of their Souls, of their Bodies, of their 
Families : for all theſe are expos'd, indanger'd, 
and ruin'd by Profaneneſs and Immoralities. 
And ſhould we not do what 1s thus neceſlary ? 
Nothing is neceſlary as this 1s. 


Fea and that will be the happy End of ſuch a 


3. Juſt 
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3.Juſt and righteous. The moſt righteous God 
would never elſc call us to it. The Word of 
Righteouſneſs (as God's ſacred Word is called) 
would never clſe pur us upon it. Is it not moſt 
righteous that we do what we can (and Lord 
how little is that) for the great God, to main- | 
tain the Honour of his Laws and Governmeat, 
and to bring thoſe to publick Puniſhment that 
milder Methods will not prevail with ; there is 
not tie leaſt appearance of Unrighteovſneſs 1n 
It, neither as to God nor Man ; but it is altoge- 
_ juſt : nay the contrary 1s unjuſt, highly un- 
juſt. 

4. Moſt, honourable. It 1s honourable to ſerve 
Princes and great Men; certainly its more ho- | 
nourable to ſerve the great and bleſſed God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth ; and this is to {erve hin. 

5. Moſt ſafe; And all would be on the ſafe 
ſide, and all ſhould in this matter, which is not 
only ſafe, but reaſonable, and neceflary, and juſt, 
and righteous, and honourable too. But theſe 


things 1 am forc'd to leave with you to inlarge Þ 


vpon in your own Thoughts. 

3. If we conſider what we are called from, it 
will appear we are under the ſtrongeſt Ingage- 
ments to it, if we conſider the Greatneſs of the 
Sin of not being on God's fide. This appears 
from the Greatneſs of the Dnty ; if the Dury be 
ſo great as you have heard, being not any one 
fingle Duty, but containing, all Duties 1n Ir, 
without which no Duty can be performed, and 
which it fairhfully pertormeq, all Duties are E- 
vangelically fincerely performed, how great m 
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the Sin be that is a NeglcR of it, that is contrary 
to it ; It muſt be not only a very great Sin, but 
all Sin, that which contains the Poyſon, Venom, 
and Sinfulacſs of all Sin in ir ; for if the Duty be 
the moſt reaſonable, neceſſary, righteous, ho- 
nourable, ſafe thing” in the World, what muſt 
this Sin be, but the moſt nnreaſonable, unneceſ- 
ſary, uarighteous, diſhonourable, vile, dangerous 
thing in the whole World? It 1s indeed to deny 
God that made us, to diſown our Dependance on 
him, our Engagements to him. 1c 1s to own Godl's 
Enemies, to be engaged actually in Rebellion a- 
gainſt him, It is Crimen leſa Majeſtatis Divina, 
High-Treaſon againſt the Crown and Dignity of the 
King, eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe 
God ; to whom Honour and Glory from al] 
Creatures for ever and ever is due; and it will 
be found to be ſo one day, when God will deal 
with all them that were not on his ſide, in a way 
of Judgment. Ir is true, it is not uſual for Ene- 
mics to deal with one another ina judicial way, 
but God wil; deal with his Enemics fo, becauſe 
they are rightfully }.is Subjects; for he is om 
Maker, Lawgiver and King, and ſuch have made 
a moſt unneceſſary, unreaſonable, wicked De- 
fetion from him, having gone over to his Enc- 
mies; and therefore God will judge and condemn 
ſuch, as Traitors and Rebels ; as Princes do ſuch 
Sabjetts that owed Allegiance ro them, an re- 
belled againſt chem. This 15 that you are called 
from; thar Sin, that Hell, you are called from, 
with what ſpeed ſhould you fly trom it ? except 
yon would be on Gocl's Encmies fide art Death, at 
the Lay of the Lord, the everlaſting Indgir cn. 

11:35 
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This 1s the firſt Reaſon, 
2. The next Reaſon is this : If we arc not on 


God's ſide, as the Guilt of all our own Sins will 


be charged upon us, ſo the Guilr of other Mens 
Sins will be ſo too, and their Ruine alſo will lie 
at our door. If weare not on Gad's ſide, we are 


on Satan's ſide, on the Wicked's fide ; and all the 


Evil we do that others are acquainted with, 
ſtrengthens them in their Wickedneſs ; and all 
the Sin that is committed by others, through our 
Example, Perſuaſions, Inſtigations, or Encourage- 
ments any ways, either by Word or Actions, will 
lie upon us. Yea, if we do not prevent all the 
Sin we can, the Guilt of all thoſe Sins committed 
that we might have prevented, will lie upon us, 
will be imputed to us; and have not poor Sin- 
ners Guilt enough, and much too much of their 
own, but they muſt be concerncd in other Mens 
Guilt too ? Will it not be ſad enough at the Day 
of the Lord, for Men to have their own unre- 
pented of, unpardoned Sins to anſwer for ; but 
they mult have the Sins of others, of many, very 
many, even ſo many as they have encouraged to 
Sin, hardned in Sin, and fo help'd to dama for 
Sin, to anſwer for too, O the Wrath ſuch will 
lie under for ever. 

3. The third and laſt Reaſon 1s this : This 1s 
the greateſt Good, the beſt Service we are capa- 
ble of, and therefore ſurcly it concerns us to be 
on God's fide. We ſhould not only be good, but 
do Good, and not only do Good, but do all the 
(zoo we can; ſetting our ſelves no Bounds, n0 
Limits at all therein, We ſhould endeavour as 
much as is poſlible to be every one ot us a po 
C00 ; 


— 


en. Ah 


——_ _ TY www i wu ÞVOa£ac. 


Re formation of Manners, 3! 


Gocd ; not only to be and do Good in our Fami- 
lies, in our more private Stations and Capacities, 
but in all Capacities; in the Churches whereof we 
are Members,in the Neighbournoods and Towns 
where we live, yea in the Nation in which we 
were born, and where we enjoy ſo many of Hea- 
ven's Bleſſings; yea in the World, which we are 
Inhabitants and Citizens of. This is the greateſt 
Service we can do God, our ſelves, and others. 
The greateſt Service we can do God, unto whom 
we are under innumerable of the vaſtelt and inh- 
nite Engagements. Ir 1s the greateſt Service we 
can do our ſelves; for it ſecures and fixes all our 
true valuable Intereſt, all our Intereſts in time, 
all our vaſter ſpiritual and everlaſting Intereſts ; 
it neglets none, takes care of all of them ; for 
Gedlineſs, 1.e, being on God's lide, ts profitable for 
all things, having the Promiſe of this Life, and that 
which is to come. 1It 1s the greateſt Service we can 
do others ; and this we ſhould be extreamly fo0- 
licitous for, for others, for our King, and dear 
Native Country. Bad Men, eſpecially the worſt 
of them, ſuch as neither regard God nor Man 
ſuch as break God's Laws and the King's, with- 
out any Modeſty, are a publick Pelt and Plague. 
Should we not in oppoſition to them be publick 
Bleſſings and Benefits? and how can we be fo 
better or worſe, than by this; nay how can ve 
be ſo at all but by being on God's fide ? nay we 
mult be the contrary it not on God s lide ;, and 
the more active we are on God's (ide, ihe greater 
publick Benefits we ſhall be. 


4- AP- 
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4- Application, Information. 

1. Learn hence who are on God's fide, and 
who not. It 15 but going over the Particulars un- 
der the firſt General, and you may know this; but 
you may do this, I muſt nor ſtay to do it. 

2, How dreadful an Evil it 1s not to be on 
God's fide ? 1, How ſinful, how uameaſurably, 
unconceivably ſinful? 2. How deſperately ha- 
Zardous and dangerous ? 

3. How eaſy it is to judge and determine what 
ſide every Man ſhould be on, in this caſe. 

Examimation, I might apply it this way too, if 
I had time ; but I beſeech you do ir, for I muſt do 
but very little this way. 

All the Men and Women in the World, all the 
Individualsof Mankind, are on the one fide, or 0- 
ther, in this matter; on God's fide, or the De- 
- viPs; on Chrilt's the great Saviour of Souls, or 
on Satan's the great Apollyon, the Deſtroyer of 
Souls. Theſe two divide the whole World, all 
fight under the Banner, and are in the Service of 
the great Captain of our Salvation ; or elſe un- 
der the Banner, and in the Service of the Prince 
of the Power of the Air. There are no Neu- 
ters at all in this War. May be thou never conſt- 
dered it yet Soul, what ſide thou art on, only haſt 
perhaps taken it for granted thou art on God's 
ſide, although thou never made thy Peace with 
God, nor turned from Sin to God, if ſo, thou 
may'ſt reckon on it, thou art for all thy Conh- 
dence on the wrong ide. 

You may examine what ſide you are on by the 
Particulars under the firſt General in the DoQtri- 


nal part. 
| Did 
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Did you ever ſee the Evil of Sin, ſee your Enmi- 
ty and Contriety againſt God, and your dreadful, 
ſiaful, miſerable, loſt, undone Condition there- 
by ; ſeeing your ſelves guilty of, and condemned 
by the holy Law of God, the Covenant of Works? 
If thou never did, *thou art certainly yet in thy 
Sins, and on Satan's ſide. Well, if you have ſeen 
and felt, and been affeQed with Sin and Wrath, 
what have you done, what way, what courſe have 
you taken ? Have you gone to the Law, to your 
own Righteouſneſs, Repentance, Duties, expef&- 
ing Pardon and Salvation for theſe? Why then 
thou art ſtill in thy Sins, under the Curſe, Gal. 3. 
10, or have you from a ſight,a ſpiritual Conviat- 


; on of the Evil of Sin, Dreadfulneſs of Wrath, In- 


ſufficiency of thy own Righteouſneſs, and Impoſ- 
ſibility of the Laws ſaving thee ? ſeen thy Help, 
all thy help in the Grace of God, 1n the Mercies, 
tender Mercies, Multitudes of the tender Mercies 
of God, in the Chriſt of God, in his Righteouſ- 
neſs, his Sacrifice, his purchaſed procured Salva- 
tion ? Haſt thou ſeen theſe held Girth in the Co- 
venant ſo as thou haſt fled for Refuge here ? So 
as thou haſt found Peace, Safety, Strength againſt 
Sin? and all, in theſe, fo as thou hateſt Sin, and 
lovelt God, and makeſt it thy buſineſs to adore 
Free Grace, live upon and improve a full Chriſt, 
ſo as thou ownelt God ; this God, this gracious 
reconciled God in Chriſt to be thy God, and 
worſhippeſt him accordingly; and fo of the reſt 
of the ſix things mentioned ? If thou haſt expe- 
rienced theie things, and doſt endeavour in the 
Strength of. Chrilt to approve thy ſelf to God 
in all theſe things ; I dare ſay, thou art on God's 
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fide, But you muſt put things cloſe and home to 
your Conſciences, and have a care of deceiving 
your ſelves in Matters of ſuch vaſt Importance. 
But I muſt proceed to 

3d and laſt Uſe, Exhortation 1. To thoſe 
that are not on God's ſide. 2. To thoſe that are 
on God's fide. 


1. To thoſe that are not on God's (ide. 

1ſt. To thoſe openly profane. 

2dly. To thoſe that are not on God's ſide 
thongh not openly profane, 

3dly. To all not on God's fide. 


1/t. To thoſe openly profane and wicked ; 
ſuch as live continually in the open Violation of 
God's Laws, 2nd the Laws of the Land; that 
fear neither God nor Man, but 1n ſpite of, and 
oppoſition to both, profane God's holy Name, 
by dreadful helliſh Oaths and Curſes ; that belch 
forth their Enwity againlt their great Maker, 
and their fellow Creatvt<s too, by theſe : whoſe 
Hearts are fall of a curſed Contrariety to God \ 
and Man, as appears by theſe dreadful fruits of 
both : whoſe Months are full of Curſing and Bit- 
rerncſs, becauſe there is 119 Fear of God before 
their Eyes; who profanely neglect God's holy 
Worſhip, attending the publick Service of God 
no where at all, on God's Holy Day ; neither in 
the Aſſemblics of one ſort or another, that call 
rpon God's Name ; but make God's Bleſſed Day 
a Day of Reſt indced, hut not of holy Reſt ; but 
of ſinful, ſenſual, flothful Reſt ; or rather a Day 


jg which more eſpecially they devote themſelves 
to 
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to the Service of Ceres, Bacchus, Yenns, and the 
Devil ; _ the Drudgery that he, through 
their own Lult, imploys them in: that inſtead of 
aſſembling themſelves with the People of God, to 
worſhip him in pouring our their Hearts unto 
him in Prayers, in praiſing him with raiſed Hearts 
as well as Voices, In hearing his Word; aſſemble 
themſelves on this Day with the Workers of Ini- 
quity, and the Congregation of Evil-doers, that 
are openly the Enemies of God and Goodnels ; 
ſuch as walk in the Counſel of the Ungodly, ſtand in 
the way of Sinners, and ſit in the Scorners Seat ;, re- 
velling it on God's Day, and abuſing themſelves 
more horribly on that day, than any other, by . 
exceſſive Drinking; Such as drink away their Sen- 
ſes, their Reaſon, their Eſtate, their Labour of all 
the paſt Weck on this Day ;their Bread,the Bread 
of their Families, of their Wives and Children 
their Time, their Health, drinking their Bodies 
firſt into Diſtempers, and then before half their 
days be rvn our, into the Grave ; and, which is 
worſe ſtill, that drink away Heaven, and drink 
their Souls into Hell : Such as aſſemble themſelves 
by troops in Harlots Houſes ;, that indulge them- 
ſelves in all Senſualities, and neigh after their 
Neighbours Wives, Jer.5.7,8, Perhaps there may 
be ſome ſuch here, led by Curioſity, or which is 
worſe, a delign to ſcoff; if there be, I pray God 
they may conſider things, and whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, I muſt deli- 
ver the Mind of God unto them 1a theſe four 

things. 
1, Conſider all of you, for the Lord's ſake, 
what ſide youu are on, You are not on God's : O 
C 2 no f 
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no ! it may be indeed you ſay, you defy the De- 
vil and all his Works; yon may fo, and think 
ſo too as much as you will; but your Lives, your 
Speeches, your Actions, loudly proclaim you to 
be Rebels againſt God. Conſider, 

I, With and amongſt whom you are inga- 
ged :- Verily with Satan and his black infernal 
Crew; he is your Lord and Maſter, your Prince 
and God ; he is the God of this World ; and all 
the evil Angels are under him, and all the Un- 
godly in this World are nnder them, eſpecially 
ſuch as yoo, moſt viſibly. They are the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World : Theſe, theſe are 
the wretched vile Creatures, that you are a- 
mongſt, and numbred with. You are of the Soct- 
ety of Hell; for if thoſe on God's ſide by Faith, 
and being in Covenant with God, are come to 
Mount Zion, unto the City of the living God, the 
beavenly Hieruſalem, the innumerable Company of 
Angels, Heb. 12. 22. Then ſurely ſuch as I am 
ſpeaking to are come to Tophet, to the Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone, to that dreadful Place and 
State reſerved for the Devil and'his Angels. You 
arc of "the numver of theſe dreadful Enemies of 
God engaged with the vileſt of Creatures, the 
horrideſt Wretches on Earth, aud the Inhabt- 
rants of Hell. 

- --2.. What you are engaged 1n, as well as with 
and amongſt whom; what Work you are do- 
ing, - You think indeed of pleaſing your ſclves, 
by gratifying your Appetites, ard ſo promoting 
your Happineſs ; but uideed you are finning a- 
gainſt God, rebeiling againſt your Maker, viola- 
ting his holy Laws, doing the hithieſt vileſt 


Drud- 
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Drudgery in the World, ſuch is Sin : The Slaves 
in Fez, in Sally, are Freemen, are Princes com- 
pared to you. You are doing the Devil's Work; 
what he delights in, and what he has engaged 
you in, by means of your own evil Hearts, and 
outward Objects, and Temptations, which he 
takes care to ply you with. You are' ruining 
your Bodies, you are defiling your Souls, you are 
putting far from you your Salvation, you are 
making ſure of, and haſtning your Damnation, 
and deſperately increaſing your Guilt now, and 
Tormeats and Miſeries hereafter, You are un- 
doing (as much as in you lies) your Families 
your Wives, and Children, whom you ſhould 
love and tender. You are bringing the Wrath 
of God upon the Land of your Nativity : You 
do what 1s in you to ruin all. Theſe things ve- 
rily you are doing, whether you believe 1t or no, 
O that good Men were but as induſtrious in 
Well-doing, (as ſuch as I am now ſpeaking to 
are in Evil-doing) to preyent publick Judgments, 
as theſe are to procure them ! You profane ones, 
you are running to Hell with all the ſpeed that 
the rapid Current of time, and the Impetus of 
your own Luſts, and Satan's Malice, can carry 
you. So 1 come to the 2d Exhortation. 

2. Conſider what will be the end of all this of 
your being on the Devil's ſide, of your being en- 
gaged 1n his Work, What can it be without Re- 
pentance ? Except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh, Luke 13, 3, 5. Truly if Chriſt be to'be 
believed, who is the faithful and true Witneſs 
of God, nothing,nothing can come of this courſe 
of yours, but your eternal Ruine without Re- 

| CJ Pentance ; 
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pentance : and this 1s true of thoſe that ſin not 
to the height of your Wickedneſs, to be ſure 
then it muſt be true of you. Satan indeed tells 
you fine Stories of this and that Evil you will 
avoid, and this and that Good you will have 
by your ſigning ; but do you not know that he 
is a Liar, and the Father of Lies ? Do you not 
know he is the great Deceiver, and thereby the 
great Deſtroyer of Souls ? Will you believe God 
or bim ? God who tells you of your Sins and 
Danger, to prevent your Ruine ; or Satan who 
keeps you in the dark, and makes it his buſineſs 
very ſubtlely and induſtriouſly to miſrepreſeat 


things to you on purpoſe, to bring you into that , 


Ruine which he himſelf is involved in ? Your 
Luſts too they tell you this and that, and the o- 
ther, what they will do for you ; what merry, 
pleaſant, jovial Days you ſhall have, and Lives 
you ſhall lead : But do you conſider what will 
be the end of theſe ar Death, Judgment, and 
Hell for ever ? which-you are 1a greateſt danger 
df every moment. You are like a Company of 
mad, diſtrated Criminals going indeed to Exe- 
cution, but not knowing it, roaring and ſwag- 
gering, all the way they go; fo it is with you: 
and as it would be in that caſe a great Surprize 


I. to them all of a ſudden unexpetedly to ſee the 


Gibbet and Halter, and Executioner, and ſuffer 
by them ; ſo what an nunſpeakably worſe Surprize 
will it be for you, after you have gone on a little 
ſecurely, to fall iato Hell ? Lord, how great is 
your Danger ! Conlider this. 

3. If the Laws of the Land do take hold of you 
for your own impudent Violation of _— ___ 
vi tas aire en iieart Ser "x 
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God's too, do not rage, do not ſtorm againſt 
thoſe that might inform, nor againſt Magt- 
ſtrates, nor againſt Laws ; but thank your ſelves 
and lay all the blame upon your own Folly and 
Wickedneſs ; for there is no body to blame but 
your ſelves, but your own Luſts. If you meet 
with Shame, Reproach, and ſmart by publick 
Cenſures, lay the load of all upon your own Sins 
and ſelves, for they are the alone culpable Cauſe; 
for the Laws are good, and Magiſtrates are in 
their Duty when they execute them ; and thoſe 
that were Witneſſes of your affronting Laws, 


they could not be clear:of Guilt, nor the Nation 


of-Wrath if they had ,not informed ; nor is it 
any;Uncharitablcneſs in them, no, but true Cha- 
rity if they are ſincere:in what they do; nor 15 
it any Unkindneſs.to.you : for if milder Methods 
would have done, you had not been treated thus, 
but that milder would not.do:is ory your own 
fault : Who is to blame but your felves, and 
your own unreaſonable, brutiſh, ungovernable 
Luſts ? Beſides, this may be a Kindneſs to you, 
and that is deſigned; and if it be not, it will be 
wholly your own fault, for hereby you have a 
very fair opportunity given you to conſider 
things, thus. True, 1 am expoſed to the Magi- 
ſtrates Puniſhment for what I have done; but 
what is this to Hell ? I have a greater Magi- 
ſtrate to do with, than any I have been puniſhed 
by, the Supream Magiſtrate of the World, the 
Judge of the Living and Dead, and his Laws are 
ſeverer Laws, and his Puniſhmeats ſorer Puniſh 
ments; how ſhall I do when he enters into 
Judgment with me ? I can'tavoid his Judgmen 


| 
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I can't ſtand in Judgment. Then what muſt I do? 


Theſe things might be of rich uſe to you, to ſtop 
you 1n your curreer of Sin, yea turn you from it, 
if follow'd cloſe; fo that a ſlight outward Pi- 
niſhment may be the means of ſaving your Soul, 
and will be ſo, except it be your own fault : ſo 
juſtly, and you may get Good by it. If I ſaw a 
Man ride full ſpeed to a Precipice before him, 
where he muſt needs periſh; I think I ſhould 
not injure that Man if I ſtop him, though he 
rage and ſtorm never ſo much, and abuſe me 
never ſo il], That is the caſe here, the Applica- 
Lion is very eaſy. 

4. Conſider, though your Caſe be very dan- 
gerous, yet it's not deſparate, except you reſolve 
to make it ſo: As bad as you are, as much Enmi- 
ty as you have ſhewed againſt the bleſſed God, as 
much as you have diſhonoured and provoked his 
{acred Name ; yet he is ſhewing you your Sin, 
your Danger ; and he is doing ſo to awaken yov, 
and convince you, that you may inquire, Is there 
no Help ? Is there no Remedy for me ? Mult I, 
becauſe'of my Sins, unavoidably periſh ? In this 
caſe he tells you ; There is a Remedy, a glori- 
ous all-ſufficient Remedy, provided for the worſt, 
the greateſt of Sinners, the Sacrifice of Chriſt his 
own bleſſed Son ; and that he is willing to be re- 
conciled to you, and be at Peace with you ; for 
# he tells you he ſent his Son to ſave Sinners, and 
$ that abandoning your Sins, through Faith in his 
| attoning Blood, you ſhall be received into his 
$ Favour, and be ſaved. Hear then the blelied God 
calling thee, fromthe fide thou art on, to his 
[1Q1IC - 


that there is no Injury done you ; for you ſuffer \ 
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fide: Sinner I am willing to be reconciled to 
thee, . though 1 have been long and wretchedly 
negle&ed, flighted, provoked, diſhonoured by 
thee; and thongh I could cruſh thee, damn thee 
In a moment, yet be thon reconciled. Here is 
my Son, have recourſe to him, accept of him to 
ſave thee in thy Sins from thy Sins; and I will 
be thy Father, thy Friend, thy God, thy Portion, 
thy Heaven, thy All. Then profane Sinner, hear 
this Calling God, and fly into the Embraces of 
tendered Mercy, into the Arms of a Redeemer's 
Love, that thou may'ſt be deliver'd from Sin, Sa- 
ran, the World, Law, Hell, that thou may'ſt be 
no longer on this dreadful fide, but on God's ; 
that God may be for you, and you for Gcd for 
ever. 

2dly. To thoſe that are not on God's fide, 
though not ſuch as the former, openly protane, 
but are ſober and civil, and it may be Proteſlors 
of Godlineſs, and externally and to appearance 
religious, yet unregenerate, in their Impenitency 
and Unvelief, 

You are on God's ſide I confeſs in a ſenſe, for 
you are not ſo on the Devils ſide as thoſe 1 
ſpoke unto in the former Branch of this Uſe : 
Eut in truth you are on the Devils fide ; you 
are only on God's in Hypocriſy, and on the De- 
vi]l's in Reality ; for your Hearts are not right 
with God, nothing but Union with Chriſt, and 
Repcnerating Grace, makes it ſo. You are in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bound of Iniquity : So 
all the vnconverted arc, Profeſſors as well as 
thoſe that are not ſo. Then, 1 ſay, ſee your Sin, 
your Danger, before it be too late, Do not us 

® 
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off Civility, Sobriety, Profeſſion ; but add Piety 
to your Civility; and Sobriety and Sincerity to 
your Profeſſion : Lay hold on God's Covenant, 
ſo as to turn to God, aud give him your Hearts, 
and then own him, and abkcund in all the Du- 
ties a Profeſſion of God requires. See the Cove- 


nant be favingly eſtabliſhed between God and | 


you, that God may be on your fide, and you on 
God's. What will it avail you to be on God's 
ſide by Profeſſion only, and have your Hearts 
under the Power of Sin, and earthly carnal In- 
clinations and AﬀeRtions ? What will it ſignify, 
ſeeing you have to do with that God, who is the 
Searcher of Hearts, and Tryer of Reins ? You 
may deceive your ſelves and others for a little 


time ; but at laſt dying thus, you niuft periſh |. 


for ever ; and how fad will that be? You are not 
profane, you do not {wear with the Swearer, you 
are not drunk with the Drunkard, you do not 
pollute God's Holy Day as ſome do ; but yet 
you are not on God's ide {avingly. See you be : 
See you have all the things this imports in it. 


3dly. To ſuch as are not on God's ſide, whe- . 


ther of the one fort or other, or whatever they 
are, if not on God's ficle ſavingly. 

To all ſuch I would ſay, Come from the Tents 
of thoſe wicked ones, you are at preſent engaged 
with, and on the fide of, Come off from Saran, 
the Profane, and the Ulnregenerate, be on God's 
ſide. What Moſes ſaid to Iſrael with a reſpe&t 
to Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 1 ſay unto all of 
you; Depart, I pray yo, from the Tents of theſe 
wicked Men, and touch :10thing of theirs, leſt ye be 
conſumed in all their Sins, Num. 16.26, Hear God 

; calling 
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calling you to accept of Chriſt, that you may 
forgo your Sins : Hear the Magiſtrate calling 
you, Who is' on God's ſide, let bim come to me? 
Hear your own Conſciences calling you, to go 
over to God, the Neceſlities and Intereits of your 
own bleeding, precious, never dying Souls cal- 


Þ, ling you. The Souls of others, though nor their 


Luſts, yet their Wants and Neceſſities, and In- 
tereſts, calling you : the Souls of the Good to, 
help with them, the Souls of the Bad to have 
compaſſion on them, and do what you can for 
thera. Hear the Nation calling you to be on her 
ſide againſt the Profane, her Enemies ; and the 
Society for Reformation of Harners here, as all the 
reſt elſewhere, call upon you to be on God's 
lide : and I am come to cal] upon you to the ſame 
thing; my Text calls upon you all to do fo: 
All theſe Calls you have to be-on Gad?s fide, and 
ve up your ſelves to, and lay out your ſelves for 
(30d, 

2, Toall thoſe that are on God's fide, 1Iwoyld 
exhort them to, 

1ſt. Blefs God. Bleſs him wath all your Souls, 
and all tkcir Powers, that you are on his fide. 


' The time was when you were on Satan's lide, the 


time was when your Hearts were againſt God, 
when you were filled with a diſmal Contrariety 
and Oppolition to God: When you were as 0- 
thers now are, that are in their Sins, how came 
you to be brought off from the other fide ? how 
came you to be on God's ? Was it not EleQting, 
Love, Redeeming Blood, Calling Grace ? Was ir 
not. the Almighty Power of God that was exer- 
ted by the Grace of God, that laid hold of yon 


by 
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by Conviction and Converſion, to bring you over 
to God's fide? O bleſs God with your whole 
Souls; and if you had a thouſand Souls, and they 
had a thouſand more Faculties and Powers than 
your Souls have, all were little enough, and much 
00 little, to adore God for eleQing, redeeming 


3 


calling, converting Grace : Had it not been for | 


this flowing down to you in the precious Blood 
of the Covenant, you had remained yet on the 
ſide of God's Enemies, and would have periſhed 
everlaſtingly. with them. Antidate Heavens, 
holy, happy Employment, living in the raiſed, 


thankful, afte&tionate, humble Praiſes of Free 


Grace. 

2dly. Be faithful to the lide you are on, to the 
Intereſts you are in. , Do as much againſt the o- 
ther ſide, Sin and Satan, and their Intereſts, as 
you can, the more the better ; and do all you 
can for the ſide you are on ; you cannot do too 
much, you cannot do cnough. Be moſt faithful 
to, and aQtive for God. Be ſure you be ſo in all 
the Particulars that have been named ; Go over 
them particularly in your own Thoughts, and 
let the Reaſons ſerve tor Motives. I cantiot in- 
large, But I would more particularly addreſs 
my ſelf, 


Firſt, To you of the Society. 
Secondly, To all others on God's fide, tho not 
of the Society. 


Firſk, Toyouof the©ociety in three Particulars. 
1/4. Be all of you on God's fide ; Be ſure you 
be io, I know all of you are ſo by Profeſſion, 


by 
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by agreeing and combining together to appear 
for God, againſt the horrid Profaneneſs of the 
Day.. Let all and every one of you then (and I 
ſpeak nothing to you but what 1 would ſpeak to 
my own Soul) ſee that you be indeed favingly, 
internally, vitally on God's fide ; that you in- 
deed fear God, and love God ; that you do in- 
deed hate Evil and love Good, as you have been 
not long ſince exhorted to do. Let what you do 
in this matter be in the Sincerity of your Souls, 
and out of Love to your King, Country, and 
the Good of others. Sec God have your Hearts, 


| that there be a thorow regenerating Change 


there; or elſe ] muſt tell you, it 1s not being on 
God's fide by appearing outwardly againſt Pro- 
faneneſs, that will do ; no, tho you be never ſo 
induſtrious and active, and run never ſo many 
Riſques and Hazards, all theſe will not do if the 
Heart be not with God, and for God : God will 
have the Heart or nothing. The Heart muſt be 
God's, or al} will be accounted nothing at all 
of by God. Make ſure then of this, that you 
have favingly laid hold of God's Covenant, and 
ſo be ingaged in this matter. 

2dly. Being thus, continue all of you on God's 
ſide : Being ſavingly on 1t, keep on it. Keep on 
it perſonally conſidered, every one of you, and 
ſocially confidered, as you arc united together a- 
Yainſt the Sins of the Nay. So go on, and pur- 
ſue heartily the Ends for which you did coaleſce 
and combine. I ſay, Go on proſperoully : Go 
on Couragioully : Go on Refolvedly : Go on 
Unweariedly :' Go on Patiently : Go on invin- 
cibly: Go on conſtantly, Perſeverinaly. Let 
nothing 
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nothing diſcourage you, much leſs turn you out 
of the way you are in, or make you faint or ſuc- 
cumb under the Burden of this great Underta- 
king. Let not the Threataings, Huffs, Scoffs, 
or Reproaches of the Ungodly, at all weaken 
your hands. Yon expetted thele things, before 


you invaged in this Work ; now then you mee'; | 


with them, be not at all concerned at them, ſo as 
to ſlacken your Diligence, or go on fearfully or 
heavily. There is no Reafon you ſhould be dif- 
couraged, but you ſhould go onas I have exhor- 
ted you to do : For, 

1, You have a good Cauſe, the beſt Cauſe: 
iſt. It is the Cauſe of God. Profaneneſs and Im+ 
morality are contrary to God, what he cannot 
away with, the abominable things that he hates, 
as he ſpeaks of Idolatry. You are ingaged then 
1a this Matter, again!t nothing but what God 
himſelf is nb, againſt ; you are ingaged a- 
gainſt none but only his Enemies, that are mad 
of their Luſts, and that ſhew their ſelves to be 
{o by being ſo deſperate and obſtinate, that they 


cannot be dealt with by hands; but Men that | 


deal with them muſt be fenced with Iron, and 
the Staff of a Spear; I mean the Magiſtrates 
Sword and Power. You are ingaged againſt no- 
thing but what is offenſive and diſhonourable to 
God, and for nothing in this Afﬀair but what is 
plealing to, and honourable in the Sight of God. 
Then go on, it is the Cauſe of God : God calls 
to you to be on his ſide, as in the Text, againſt 
the Profaneneſs of the Day ; by which he is ſo 
ſadly diſhonoured, and you in ſome meaſure have 
auſwered his Call; go on to do fo more and 

more. 
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more. God calls to yon too, as P/al. 94. 6. Who 
will riſe up for me apainſt the Evil-doers ? who will 


ſtand up for me apainſ# te Workers of Iniquity ? 


Co you ſtill do ſo? 24. 1t is the Cauſe of the 
King. It is his Mind and Will, that Men ſhould 
reverence the Name of God their great Maker, 
and aflemble themſelves for the Worſhip of God, 
and abitain from Profaneneſs and Immoralities, 
as you may ſee by his excellent Proclamation. In 
truth theſe Sias do the King his Intereſt, and 
Government, a great decal of hart; they indan- 
ger him and them. Protane Perſons are the King's 
worſt Sabjets. It 1s the King's Intereſt that Men 
avoid theſe things, becauſe they often bring down- 
the Wrath of God upon Governorsand Govern- 
ments, eſpecially when they are not check'd by 
Law, and the Execution of mn. Then goon to: 
plead this Cauſe of the King. 38. It is the Cauſe 
of your Country, your..dear Native Country, 
that you are bound by ſo many Ingagements to, 
and that you injoy fo much Good in. They are 
England's greateſt Enemies that dare provoke 
God, that dare fin againſt him, and bring down 
his Wrath upon it. And they are Ergland's beſt 
Friends that do what they can to reform Fnp- 
lands Inhabitants, and to reſtrain Sin, and purge 
it out of the Nation. 

2, You have a good Call, therefore go on, 
and a good Cauſe; and a good Call may very 
well be a great Incouragement to you. You have 
a good Call, you have the Call of God, as 1a the 
Text, and in P/. 94 16. as before. You have the 
Call of theKing, and the Call of the Parliamear, 
the Magiſtrates Call. The Words are the W ords 

of 
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of Moſes, IſraeÞ's Supream Magiſtrate. You have 


the Call of all the Godly in the Land, their 
hearty Approbation, and beſt Prayers and 


Wiſhes. God calls you by his Word, by the 


Precepts of his Word, Promiſes of his Word, 
Threatnings of his Word ; and by his Provi- 
dence giving you a fair Opportunity, very invi- 
ting and incouraging Advantages, which ſhould 
they be negletted, not improved, who can tell 
whether you ſhall live to ſee ſuch another ? and 
you have the Call of the incouraging, ſucceſsful 
Example of the City of London, which has gone 
before you herein, I am ſure of this, every Man 
that hath a Heart to appear for God, and Aht- 
lity, has a good Call ; and no Man can queſtion 
his Call that has a Heart, Ability, and Oppor- 
tunity for ſuch Services as this. 

3. As you have a good Cauſe, a good Call, fo 
you have a good Patrog, a great one, the Bleſſed 
Jehovah, the Almighty God : He ſtands by you; 
and will defend you, and proted& you ; and be- 
lieve me, Brethren, one God, this one God, I ſay, 
is enough againſt all the poſſe Inferni, all the De- 
vils m Hell, and their Agents on Earth, Well, 
God is on your ſide, then go on, You may ſay as 
he, P/al. 118. 6. The Lord is on my fade, I will not 
fear what can Man do unto m: ? 

4. As you have a good Cauſe, a good Call, a 
good Patron, you ſhatl have a good, a great Re- 
ward, a glorious maſſy Reward; if your Hearts 
are right with God, you fhall not loſe your Re- 
ward, God does not necd you, but he takes it 
kindly from you that you are on his ſide, and he 
will once teſtify this, and you ſhall hnd it placed 
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to your account in the Day of the Lord, if not be- 
fore. If a Cup of cold Water given to a Diſciple 
of Chriſt ſha!l nor loſe its reward, Mat. 10. 42. 
to be ſure this Service for his Name, ſhall not: 
I herctore 20 on : 

5. For your lacouragement [til] you have good 
Company ; all the Great that are good, on your 
fide, and all the Good too. You have God, as 
was mentioned juſt now ; God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, the Uncrea- 
ted Great on your ſide; and you have the Creas- 
t<d Great, the great and glorious Angels, af- 
ſiſting of you in your {incere Indeavours, and 
doing you many great, tho unſeen, good Offices 
| of defending of you, under God, in all your Dif- 
ficultzes and Dangers, and approving of you, and 
—_ with you in all your-Deligas and La- 

urs ; and you have the Spirits of the Juſt made 
perfeR, all the holy, happy, heavenly Society are 
on your ſide; all theſe are great and good above : 
and you have all the Great and Good below tao 
(on your ſide, You have the King and Parlia- 
ment, your Governors, on your ſide; and you 
have all the Good of all Denominations ; all that 
know, and love, and tear God, on your hide; you 
have their Approbation, Judgment, Prayers, and 
hearty Wiſhes: and for the Bad, and the Great 
that are bad, they are not ſo conſiderable in this 
matter, being againſt God, as either to be re- 
_ or feared. Then by Faith behold the 

eſled God, and his holy Angels, and all the 

heavenly Company, from the Batrlements of 

Glory, looking on, and applavding your Indea- 

Vours; and let this incourige' you, notwith- 
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ſtanding Difficulties, and hereupcn be you filled 
with the utmoſt Vigour in all your Enterprizes 
and Attempts. Thus you ſee what abundant In- 
couragement you have; for you have a good 
Cauſc, the beſt Cauſe, the Cauſe of your God, 
your King, your Country ; you have a good Cal], 


as well as a good Cauſe; and you have a great » 


Almighty Patron, as well as a good Cauſe and 
good Call ; and you have as a good Cauſe, Call, 
Patron, you have good Company, all the great 
that are good, and all the Good; and as you 
have a good Cauſe, Call, Patron, Company, you 
ſhall have a good, a great, a vaſt Reward, an ex- 
ceeding eternal Weight of Glory, Then ſurely 
you may well go on as you have been exhorred 
to do. 

3dly. And laſtly, to you of the Society : Car- 


ry in all things towards God and- Man, as be-. 


comes thoſe that are ingaged in ſuch a Deſign, 
and united 1n a Socicty tor ſuch an End. Car- 
ry ſo as all that ſee you and know you, may have 


reaſon to believe you are filled with the Fear of 
God ; with an awful Reverence of his Name, and | 


glorious Perfteftions, and bleſſed Word,and Laws, 
and Government. Be filled with a deep ſenſe of 
his Diſhonour, by the abounding Sins of the day, 
keep your ſelves very faithful to God, 1n being 
pure from the Sins of the day wherein you live; 
not only from the Sins of the Profane, but the 
Profeſſors of the day,many of whom, God knows, 
take a ſtrange liberty in many things, very un- 
becoming their Profellion, and very diſhonoura- 
ble to it ; but do not you do ſo, be neither afraid 
nor aſhamed to bcar your Teſtimony for Go 

; where 


f 


R 4 formation of Manners: ST 


where you havea Callto itz and do all that eyer 
in you lies {1ngly, ſocially, againſt the Sins of the 
day, to ſtem, andit it miohrbe, toturn the 'I or- 
rear of Protanencſs into that of Holiacſs: and 
carry fo towards all Men as becomes yon, being 
altogether " Juit and rrue jn your Dealings, 1n 
your \ ords aud Works ; further, Jet your Car- 
riage towards all Men be Glled with all that 
Love Goolnels, 'Tenderneſs, Humility, Meek- 
neſs, that Readineſs to 49 them z!1lgood Offices, 
and In-ofienſiveneſs in Words and AGions that 
becomes tuch as profeſs ro do nothing to others, 
but only what is for their Good, Be ſure you 
carry thus to Men. I am atraid it may not be 
poſiible tor you tocarry fo, conhidering your Cir- 
cumltances, as to avoid Reproach and Cenſure ; 
for Men value their Luſts above their Souls, (nay, 
they do not value them) above their very Lives, 
and thereiore they will rage at that and them, 
that ſtand between them and their beloved Sins ; 
but however be you blameleſs and barmleſs, the 
Sons of God, without rebuke. in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe "ation, among whom ſhine ye as 
liehts inthe World, Phil, 2 . 15. Thatall Men may 
have Reaſon however to believe, that you have 
no delign but their Good, in your Indeavours 
that the Laws may be executed upon flagitious 
lacorrigible Tranfgreſlors ; yea ſo as that them- 
ſelves, whoie lot it may be to be puniſhed by 
them, may have no cavle to believe any other 
but their Good, not Hurt 1s purſued therein ; 
for thoſe that indeavour the Reformation of 0- 
thers ſhould chemlelves be great Inſtances of Re- 
formation and Purity. I ain ſure they ſhould be 
JD 2 {9, 
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ſo. See you be fo, as ever you would be any ways 
at all uſefv] in what you have undertaken; as yon 
would do any Good, as you would not do Hurrt. 
I muſt tell you, with all Faithfulneſs and Free- 
dom, it is a ſhameful, vile, accurſed thing, (l 
would uſe harder words if 1 had them, for the 
thing will bearit) for thoſe that take upon them 
to be Reformers of others, to be unreformed 
themſelves. If any of the Society for Reforming 
others, be as ill as thoſe they pretend to reform, 
what a Shame, Reproach, and Miſchief will it be 
unto you, and how prejudicial to ng Delign ? 
If any ate of a Society for Reformation of others, 
and are vnreformed themſelves, can they with 
any Modeſty indeavour the Reformation of 0- 
thers, that are guilty themſelves? Can thoſe in- 
deavour a Drunkard's Reformation, by his Pu- 
niſhment according to Law, that are drunk ſome- 
times themſelves ? Can thoſe be concerned in 
executing the Laws upon profane Swearers, that 
ſwear profanely themſelves, and curſe and rail ? 
How can any ſee that others be puniſhed for pro- 
faning the Lord's Day, when themſelves make no 
Conſcience of it ? See then to your Hearts, to 
your Lives, to your Words, to your Actions, to 
your Families, that there be all Purity and Re- 
formation within yoa, without you, and. round 
ahont you. See you be altogether ſuch, as that 
you according, to Reaſon, and the Word of God, 
may very well be concerned jn fach an Under- 
rakinz as the indeavouring rv reform others ; 
ſo rhat if Men ſpeak Evil of you, it may be falſly. 
You and I had a thouſand times better that 
twenty evil things ſhould be ſpoken falſly of us, 
than 
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than that one, the leaſt, of them ſhould be true. 
Look to your Motives, Ends and Aims in this 
matter, that what you do be out of ſincere Re- 
gards to the Honour of God, ovt of Love to Him 
and Goodneſs, out of a tender Regard to the 
Good of others, and out of a hearty ReſpeQ to 
the Welfare of the Land, and Place where you 
live. Let the Love of Chriſt conſtrain you, the 
Honour of God move you always. Have a care 
that you cover not Prejudice, and Ill-will, a- 
gainſt any, by pretending theſe things ; for if 
you do, tho Men know it not, the God that 
knows all things ſees, and will be diſpleaſed with, - 
and puniſh ſuch Wickedneſs. 4 


I would have given you ſome DireQtions, but 
muſt hut name a very few. | 

Dire. 1, Would you carry in this Matter as 
you ſhould improve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : If 
you are on God's fide ſavingly, you are in him 
then your buſineſs is to live upon him; and as 
for the Whole of the Life of God, ſo for the 
Acceptance of your Perſons and Services in this 
thing; and for the Pardon of all your Sins aC+ 
companying theſe your Indeavours, and for your 
Aſiſtance. Verily you need all theſe in this mat- 
ter, and you need Jeſus Chriſt for all theſe in 
this matter. Rely then on his Rightcouſneſs and 
Blood for acceptance, and upon that Treaſure, 
that Fulneſs of Strength that is in him for Abili- 
ty, to go through all your Diffcultjes, and Pro- 
tection in all your Dangers. Theres all in Chriſt 
by Faith, bave recourſe to hym, and draw it out 
of him into your Hearts. 
: D 3 Direft. 
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Dirc&. 2, Be ſilled with the Spirit of God, if 
you are Chriſt's you have the Spirit of God ; 
Rom. G 9. be filled with his Light, that Uuction 
from he holy One that tcaches ail things, 1 Jebn 

. 20. So can fce nothing without his Light. 
Zee you have his bleſled Preſence with you, and 
Influences abiding, on your Souls, that you may 
" filled with the Fruits of the Spirit, particular- 

ly Love to God and Man, Zeal for the Honour 

of God, and a holy delightful Activity in Well- 
doing ; and if you would be filled with the Spi- 
Tic, live by Faith on Chrilt, who purchaſed him, 
15 poſſeſſed of him, and gives him ont in his 
Gifts, Grgces, Con forts, to all his; aad grieve 
not the Spirit, by indulging any Sin, for he is a 
Spirit of Purity ; and ſow to the Spirit, I ſay, be 
fiiled more and more with the Spirit of God, 
and then you wu!l be taught and help d of God to 
carry as becomes you. 

Diet. J. Pray, miglitily, conſtantly, abun- 
dantly. Be very prayerful, for your ſclves, for 0- 
thers, for your Socicty, all the Sccicties every 
where, where they are, for the Deſign you are 
concerned in. Pray for the Spirit of God, that 
he vould afford you Light, and Strenoth, and 
Ability : for Succeſs in your Indeav-urs; that 
he would ſhine upon them, aad make them ef- 
fectual for the Reſtraint of Sin, yea Converſion 
from Sin ; that he would n:ake Puniſhments ef- 
fectual for theſe Ends ; for ke can do it. 


Seccndly, To all others on Ged's ſide, tho not 
of the Society, that yet with them are on his fide, 
that arc ſo by Profeſſion ; tor the Lorc's ſake 'ce 


you 
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you be all of you fo ſavingly : as I faid before 
to the Society, ſo I would fay to you all. Be on 
God's ſide in all the Particulars that have been 
ſet before you as contained therein, .or elſe to 
what purpoſe, but diſmal, will it be to be on 
God's fide by Profeſſion now, and to be indeed 
againſt God's on Satan's, .and to be found on his 
ſide at the Eternal Judgment ! | 

1, Then a& vigorouſly on God's fide, againſt 
your Sins, (thoſe Enemies of yours, your Luſts 
that war againſt your Souls) againſt Satan, and 
this preſent evil World. Fight conſtantly, faith- 
fully ſucceſsfully, againſt all remaining Corrup- 
tion and Pravity in you, Have and keep on, and 
manage very $kiltully the whole Armour of God, 
the Helmet of Salvation, Breaſt-plate of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Shield of Faith, and Guide of Truth, Sword of 
the Spirit. Thus armed with Armour of Light, 
of Proof, keep and gain ground againſt all your 
ſpiritual Enemies, that ye may be able to ſtand a- 
gainſt the Wiles of the Devil-: Remembring you 
have need to do thus, all is little enough if you 
conſider with whom you contend, and for what ? 
both which you have Eph. 6.12. With whom ? 
Not Fleſh and Blood, 1.e. not only ; but with Prin- 


cipalities, and Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of | 


this World, againſt wicked Spirits, Theſe are Ene- 
mies not to be contemned,- ll aſſure you, bnt 
vigorouily oppoſed ; for they are vaſtly nume- 
rovs, malicious, ſubtle, indefatigable, inviſible, 


and therefore the more dangerous, becauſe they |: 
arc with you ſome or other of them where-ever | 
you are, what ever you are about, waiting, watches 
 3ng for Advantages againſt you ; and ſuch they. 
D 4 are 
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are as Will be ſure to improve them to your nt- 
moſt Prejudice : And for what ? for the ſuper- | ro 
celeſtial things, valteſt, greateſt Glories. This is | al 
expreſt in theſe words, tv Tus tre qrios, vhich 
we render #n high places; but many Expoſitors, | pl 
both antient and modern, make thc words ſig- th 
nificant of what we contend fo1 . and the words | bt 
favour this Senſe, and I take it to be the Mind of i ye 
- the Holy Ghoſt. "The words of Cecumeni;: 5, One | Al 
of the Anticnts upon_ theſe words. are, fl "xy | O 
TV. < © / {KgGV TIVGY AN) ap 7 &V Tis eng | G 
eavio's TegYetTaY 3, our Combate with theſe Fne- | 1 
mics 15 not about inconſs derable things, bus for hea- | ti 
venly things, all the Glorics of the State above. Let | al 
theſc things, the Enemies you contend with;and | Vv' 
the heavenly Glory you contend for, not at all |} v 
diſcourage, only animate you, and make you | © 
{trong in the Lord, and the Porrer of his Mizhe: | b 
for you have a bleficd glorious Head, that has o- | h 
vercome all theſe Enemies for yov. They are | a 
conquered ones, and he bas purchaſed this Glory | g 
for you, and keeps it for you, heinz poſſeſſed of it 
as your Hcad, and hc ſtands by you, to incou- [EE 
rage, aſſiſt, ſupply y/ ou, in your Combate; and {c 
verily this is gloriov: ln.couragement, for greater 
is be that is 1a you, toan be that is 11 the World, V 
1 John 4. 4. Behold, your gloriqus Head by f 
Faith, the Captain of your Salvation, who is the ]5 
way of your Duty. (not nepleRt of it) will mike ]F 
you more than Conquerors, and renew and J1 
maintain your ſpiriruat Warfare with the utmolt JS 
Attivity. a 
2. Do all you can, that ever you can, to help | 
che Society, "and P_ and. further the _ ſi 
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of it. ; all cannot he of it, but be you all Friends 
to it; you may all be fo, be you ſo, helpful to it 
all that in you hes, 

1ſt. Let Magiſtrates do all they can 1n their 
place, by a ready, chearfu), faithful Execution of . 
the Laws, drawing forth the Sword againſt ſtub- 
born Breakers of them. God expeRts this from 
you, in your place. The Truſt repoſed in you, 
and the Nation's Intereſt, and the Duty of your 
Office, c2lls for this from you; and bleſſed be 
God, whereas we have ſeen the days wherein 
ſome Magiſtratcs were the moſt ative of all o- 
thers in Violence, againſt thoſe that were peace- 
able in the Land, and did only deſire and indea- 
vour to worſhip God according to his Word, that 
we now ſee the Times ſo far changed as this Vi- 
olence is wholly laid aſide, and we have free li- 
berty by Law of worſhipping God according to 
his Mind, and have Magiſtrates that are willing 
and ready to turn the edge of their Sword a- 
gainſt the Profaneneſs of the day. 

2dly. Let Miniſters do their part to further the 


| Ends of the Society, by their faithful, painful, 
| conſtant Preaching, denouncing God's Wrath a- 


gainſt incorrigible Sinners, ſhewing them the E- 
vil and Danger of their Sins, preaching the Law 
for Goſpel-Ends, and ſhewing them the way of 
Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, that there 1s Hope and 
Help in him for the worſt of Sinners; and by 
living. what they preach, and by watching over 
Souls as thofe that mi:!t pie an account ;, and ſuch 
an one as may be with Joy, and not with Grief, 
Heb.13.17. and by doing all that belongs to their 
ſacred Office in their Day and Generation. 

| 3dly. 
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3dly. Let Heads, Maſters, and Miſtreſſes of 
Families, do theirs 'by not ſoffering Sin 1n their 
Children or Servants; but by ſhewing chem the 
Evil of it, and reſtraining It in them, and by 
indeavourino their Converſion, and 10 their Sal- 
vation ; being Inſtances of Ho! ineſs themſelves, 
walking in tzei Flouſes with a perfet# Heart, wiſety 


im a perfett way, Iſai. 101.2, keeping up he _ 


Worſhip of God in their Families, Morning and 
Evening, by ſerious fervent Praycr, and reading 
-the Scriptures; by Catechizing theirs, and ta- 
king great care of the Lord's-day both as to 
themſelves, and ai} about them, that 1t be kept 
holy to the Lord. The neglect of Family-Relt- 
gion has filled the Nation dreadfully with 1g- 
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norance and Wickedneſs ; for when Heads of J Sj 


Families take no care to hr r1n;3 up thoſe about 
them in the Knowledg and 7 car of God, thoſe 
young ones when they £0 Out Into the World, 
they are wicked, and they learn others; and 
when they come to marry, and have Families, 
they arc ſach as they were bronght up, ignorant 


and godlcſfs, and fo their Chil: [ren and Servants | | 


are, and fo there js no end of Wickedneſs. See | 
then in your places you promote Reformation, 
by promoting Godlinels.. 

atkly. Let all, not only ! Magiſtrates , Miniſters, 
Governors of Families, bat theſe and all others 
10 their Piaces 100 do ſo : ; for there 15 not one, 


the meanett Pcrſon, not a Servant, not a Child, | the 
but may be helptul in this matter, and greatly | boy 
farther it, They may do fo, and tee y-:u all do] the 
jo, by to | 
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1. Perſonal Reformation, and promoting it by 
their holy Examples : Keeping pure from alf 
Sin, by their burning and ſhining Converſations ; 
thns all ſhould condemn Wickedneſs, and con- 
tend with the Wicked, Prov. 28. 4. And fur- 
ther, let all help the Society, and further Re- 
formation by vling their Intereſt in others, to 


' prevail with them to be reconciled to God, and 


turn to God, beſecching and intreating them to 
look to theſe things. Let them do what they 
can by their Counſels and Diſcourſes with 0- 
thers that will hear them, that there may be a 
geformation the eſſect of Converſion. 

2. By informing the Magiſtrate when you 
hear 2nd fee the Laws tranſgreſled by impudent 
Sinners, againſt ſuch as will do ſo. Only this I 
vould ſay, where Attempts for Reformation 
are not yet begun, as ſoon as they are brought 
into any place, I would not have a Perſon that 
is not an impudent cuſtomary Tranſgreſſor, 
made firſt of all an Inſtance of Puniſhment ; nay 
turther in this caſe, I would have thoſe con- 
cerned in ſuch Attempts, in a friendly, loving 
manner tell their Relations, (it they are ſo un- 
happy as to have any ſuch) or their Neighbours, 
that they know to live cuſtomarily and impu- 
dently 1n violating the Laws, that ſuch a thing 
15to be, or 1s {et on foot in their Town, and 
that they -are to be concerned 1n it; and that if 
they will not reform their Manners, they are 
bound in Conſcience to do what they can that 
the Laws be executed upon them, This I take 
to be altogether a fair unexceptionable way, and 
what carries Sincerity, Love and Goodneſs in 

it, 
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it,and is as likely to win upon ſuch as any what- 
ſoever ; however, it will leave ſuch inexcuſable 
wholly ſo, and thoſe concerned in executing the 
Laws, will be (by this means) lifted up above all 
juſt Reproach and Blame, even by Malice it ſelf. 
But where it 1s ſettled, there Men have had warn- 
ingenough if any thing would prevail, and there- 


fore I would exhorrt you all to inform againſt ' 


ſuch as will be drunk, and will ſwear raſhly, pro- 
fanely, and will break the Lord's-Day. 1 would 
have you all Informers in this caſe; it is the Du- 
ty of all, not only Men but Women, and young 
People, Servants, and all capable of giving in a 
Teſtimony and Oath. Turn Informers for your 
God, your King, your Country, to prevent 
Wrath and Ruine : Otherwiſe, I pray you, how 
ſhould Sin be ever reſtrained, and Wrath and 
the Ruine of the Nation thereby prevented ? 
This is the caſe. The Supream Magiſtrates have 
done their Dvty, in making Good Laws againſt 
Profaneneſs and Immoralitiecs. So the King and 
Parliament have done. Irt is the Duty and Of- 
fice of inferiour Magiſtrates to execute theſe , 
Laws upou the Tranſgreſſors of them ; bur in- 
feriour Magiſtrates cannot do fo but upon In- 
formation of others, or their own perſonal Ob- 
ſervation : As to this latter, little can be done 
this way, for they have no more Eyes, no morg 
Ears than other Men ; belides few Men, if any, 
will break the Laws before Magiſtrates, that 
they know will punifh them; fo that upon the 
matter, all that can be done muſt be done by tt.c 
Information of others : and if Men will not in- 
form, how 1s it poſlible that the Laws ſhould 

ever 
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ever be executed? And where then muſt the 
Guilt lie ? not on the Supream Magiſtrates, who 
have done their part in making Laws, not on the 
Inferiour Magiſtrates, that are ready to do their 
part if informed. Then for the Lord's ſake con- 
ſider, the Guilt muſt lie at their door that ought 
to have informed, and would not ; at your door, 
and my door, if we can inform, and refuſe ir. 
Verily as we would not have others Guilt, and 
the Nation's Wrath and Ruine lie at our door, 
we mult do fo. 


Obje&t. Put what a ſtrange thing 'is this ? Muſt 
we all turn Informers againſt our Neighbours, 
and Acquaintance ? 


Anſw. This is not to be Informers in the Senſe 
of the Word under the two laſt Reigns, but to 
be Informers in the Senſe 1 have exhorted, is a 
Duty, a great Duty ; every one's Duty, if to 
love God, his King, Country, be a Duty ? But 
this Objc&ion that has made ſo much noiſe in 
City and Country, has been anſwered ſo often, 
and ſo well by many worthy Men, (with whom 
I am not worthy to be named) both of the Con- 
forming and Non-conforming Perſwaſion; that 
have pleaded this Cauſe of God againſt the Pro- 
faneneſs and profane Ones of the day ; that for 
my part I will ſpend none cirher of your time or 
mine own, in anſwering it, Nor 15 there any In- 
jary (by informing) done to the guilty Party ; 
but as there is in it a Service done God, the 
King, Covntry, and Place where we live; fo the 
Perſon hinyſelf receives Good thereby, or rhay do 
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fo; it he do not, it is his own fault, as you heard 
nader the 3d Exhortation to the'Profane. What 
Injury is it to a Man in a raging Feaver, for thoſe 
that love him, to uſe ſome rough but proper Me- 
thods for his Cure ? or what Injury for a Man to 
be forc't (by thoſe that may lawtully do it) to 
do that, or ſuffer that, which if he did not do, or 
ſuffer, would be his Ruine ; and his doing or ſuf- 
fcring it, at. leaſt may be a means to ſave him ? 
Then inform, only let me leave this Caution 
with you. Be ſure when you do ſo, you do it 
uprightly, for God's Honour, and doing Good, 
and not to vent your Il]-will againſt the Party ; 
for as 1 ſaid before to the Society, if you do fo, 
God ſecs it, and he will deal with you for it: | 
3. Laſtly, by Prayer. All of you pray for 
the Society's a:1d their Indeavours, that the Bleſ- 
ſtag and Preſence of God may be upon them, and 
with them, and make them effecual for the per- 
fonal Good of many, and publick Good cf all, 
That this Cloud may ſpread, may over-ſpread 
all our Britiſh Hemiſphere, and increaſe util ir 
tall down ia Showers of Bleſſings upon us, and ; 
our Poſterity after us. Strive with God, wreltlc 
with God in Prayer, for all the Socictics; that 
where they are begun, they may be a great Bleſ- 
ling, in being effectual for the Reſtraint of Sin, 
and Converſton of Sinners : and that in Country 
Towns where they are not begun, they may, and 
be effeftual there too, as was mentioned juſt now. 
Pray for the pouring down of the Spirit, from on 
high, on a!l forts of People, thar there may be in 
many, very many a Reformation, the elſect of 
Converſion, that we may live to ſee thar joyfu! 
A Iay 
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Day when Profaneneſs, Irreligion, and Immora- 
lity, ſhall be baniſhed out of the Land; and God- 
lineſs, Religion, and Goodneſs, ſhall be in a flou- 
riſhing, ſpreading, prevailing, and proſpering 
Condition every where. Pray for the King, for 
the Parliament, that God would inſpire them, 

with Zeal in this Cauſe, that Laws may be yer 
made that may facilitate Refor mation, and may 
more effe&tually diſcourage Sin, and ſuppreſs 
Wickedneſs; That all may iſſve in ſubſtantial, 
univerſal Goodneſs, the Love of God and Man, 

the alone true \ ſaving Morality, and Reformation 
of Manners, 
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